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F O O T B A L L  M E D I A  G U I D E
2 0 2 1



WHY THIS STATE-OF-THE-ART SPORTS FACILITY IS 
THE BEST SPORTS FACILITY IN THE WORLD!

LaderaSC.com | CrossFitLSC.com  |  2 Terrace Rd, Ladera Ranch CA, 92694  |  949.325.6080

• All-Star Café
• 28 LCD Monitors
• Premium Wood Flooring
• Free Wi-Fi
• Solar Panels

• Facility Rentals
• Birthday Party Packages
• Ladera Volleyball League
• Fully Air Conditioned 
• Electric Car Charging Stations

• New CrossFit Center
• Plenty of Spectator Seating
• Over 300+ Parking Spaces
• 8 Basketball and Volleyball Courts
• Low Water Fixtures

INDOOR SPORTS CENTER BY 
PARENTING OC MAGAZINE
2 YEARS IN A ROW!
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STORE HOURS: MONDAY, TUESDAY, THURSDAY 
 FRIDAY, 7AM — 3PM 

WEDNESDAY, 8 AM — 2PM

shop.smhs.org

  

THE EAGLES NEST CAMPUS STORE
APPAREL  •  GIFTS   •  ACCESSORIES

GAME DAY
ESSENTIALS
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#1	

#1	

SANTA MARGARITA
catholic high school

Founded in 1987 under the leadership of the Diocese of Orange, Santa Margarita Catholic High School offers 

a coeducational, college-preparatory education developing students who are people of faith, skilled lifelong 

learners, healthy individuals and involved citizens of the world. Known for the breadth and quality of its academic 

programs; innovative technology; student-centered classrooms; emphasis on social service and social justice; 

nationally-recognized athletic program; award winning arts programs and active student body – Santa Margarita 

provides a well-rounded educational experience. Centered in the school’s charism of Caritas Christi, the love of 

Christ, students are called to live out the school’s core principles of compassion, humility, justice and goodness. 

•	58% Caucasian, 20% Asian/Pacific Islander, 10%	Hispanic/Latino, 11%	Multiracial, 
  2%	African American, 1% Native American/Alaskan

•	51%	male, 49% female

•	34%	of Santa Margarita students receive tuition assistance/scholarships

•	90% U.S. citizen, 10% non-U.S. citizen 

2020-2021 SCHOOL PROFILE
OVERVIEW

2020-2021	STUDENT	BODY

SCHEDULE
School year includes: 

• Two semesters comprised of approximately 
 18 weeks

• Block schedule - classes meet three times per week

• All students must take seven courses per 
 semester (9th-12th grade)

* Each semester class is 5 credits

Religion  4  years     40  credits
English  4  years     40  credits
Social Studies 3  years     30  credits
Science  3  years   30  credits
Mathematics 3  years     30  credits
World Languages 2  years     20  credits
Fine Arts 1  year     10  credits
Health  ½ year    5  credits
Physical Education 2  years     20  credits

Electives 4  years     45  credits
  
                                     TOTAL					270		credits

•  Minimum GPA to graduate is 2.0

• First Honors: 4.0 and above (weighted)

• Second Honors: 3.5-3.99 (weighted)

ACADEMIC	GRADUATION
REQUIREMENTS

GRADING	SYSTEM
SMCHS is a non-ranking school  

A	 90-100   C  70-79   	F  59 & below

B  80-89   		D  60-69

•  Pluses and minuses do not affect GPA

• Honors/AP/IB receive an extra point for Cs and above 

• Maximum number of credits for GPA calculation is 280

•  All academic courses are counted on the transcripts 
  with no exceptions

• Remediation is recommended for all Ds and required for all Fs

•	 Maximum	GPA	possible	is	4.92	(Only	achieved	as	a	full	IB		 	
	 	candidate	(2	years	honors	philosophy	and	honors		 	 	
	 	electives	for	4	years)	is	4.92 

 

CURRICULUM	&	GRADUATION	REQUIREMENTS

Accredited by the Western Catholic Education Association (WCEA) and the Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC)

1 of 5
Catholic IB World Schools in California 

90%	
student participation in  
extracurricular activities 

74%		
of faculty hold advanced degrees

15:1	
student-teacher ratio; average class of 22

63	
performing and visual arts classes

71	
CIF team championships and  
220 league championships 

Ten-Time Recipient
of the CIF-SS Commissioners Cup 

Microsoft 
Showcase School 

seven consecutive years

4.0 – 4.499233

11

4.5 & above

3.5 – 3.99

3.0 – 3.49

2.5 – 2.99

1.5 – 2.49

106
80

55

377
students

CUMULATIVE	ACADEMIC	GPA	DISTRIBUTION
Class of 2020

ENROLLMENT: 1,634 GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION

Class of 2021 413
Class of 2022

430
Class of 2023

422
Class of 2024

369

82 middle schools represented  
         (Orange County, CA)

14	countries represented by 
    163 international students 

    

Catholic coed high school in 
Southern California –  

Jay Matthews Challenge Index

Catholic coed high school in 
Southern California for STEM education  

Newsweek

high school  
Overall grade, Niche

A+
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S T A Y  C O N N E C T E D
FACEBOOK: 
FOOTBALL: facebook.com/SMCHSFootball   
SMCHS: facebook.com/smchseagles
 ALUMNI: facebook.com/smchs

TWITTER: 
@SMCHS_Football
@SMCHSEagles
@SMCHSAthletics

INSTAGRAM: 
@smchs_football
@smchsathletics
@santamargaritaealges

LINKEDIN: 
www.linkedin.com/in/smchs

LEAGUE 
The Trinity League is a highly-competitive high school athletic conference in 
Southern California. In 2018, the six-school league was ranked by High School 
Football America as the toughest conference in the nation for football
for the fourth straight year. The league is part of the CIF Southern Section. 

JSERRA  - 26351 Junipero Serra Rd,  San Juan Capistrano, CA  92675
MATER DEI - 1202 W Edinger Ave, Santa Ana, CA  92707
ORANGE LUTHERAN -  2222 N Santiago Blvd, Orange, CA  92867
SERVITE - 1952 W La Palma Ave, Anaheim, CA  92801
SMCHS - 22062 Antonio Parkway, Rancho Santa Margarita, CA  92688
ST. JOHN BOSCO - 13640 Bellflower Blvd, Bellflower, CA  90706

CREDITS
PUBLISHED BY - The SMCHS Athletic Department
PHOTOGRAPHY - Apple Photography, Lloyd Sicard
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SMCHS ADMINISTRATION

Welcome to today’s 
game and high school 
athletics at its highest 
level!  

Success in any sport 
requires a tremendous 
amount of teamwork, 
dedication and 
effort – parents, coaches 
and players joining 
together in the pursuit of 
excellence.

 
A special thank  you 
to our parents for their 
hard work, support and 

countless hours spent to ensure the players and coaches 
have what is essential for a successful season. I am 
inspired by your loyalty and commitment to the program 
and your student-athletes.  

I also want to recognize the student-athletes from 
both teams competing today for their dedication and 
perseverance. This is not an easy game, and the 
sacrifices they have made are appreciated by all of us.

They that hope in the Lord will renew their strength, they 
will soar on eagles’ wings; They will run and not grow 
weary, walk and not grow faint.

    - Isaiah 40:31
 
We pray that God protects and blesses all of the players, 
coaches, officials and fans involved in today’s game and 
keeps them free from harm and injury. 

To our loyal Eagle fans – thank you for your continued 
passion and commitment to sportsmanship. 
We invite you to join us as we celebrate our 
student-athletes throughout the year and look forward 
to enjoying this season together, as we embark upon 
another exciting year of Eagle athletics!

Go Eagles!  

J. Andrew Sulick ’91
President

Welcome SMCHS Fans 
and Supporters!
I am honored to welcome 
you to this Eagle athletic 
event. We are so very 
proud of our Eagles with 
our amazing history of 
athletic competition. 
Our athletic legacy 
includes: 217 league 
championships, 71 CIF-
SS championships, 8 CIF 
state titles and our Lady 
Eagles now have more 
CIF-SS Commissioner’s 
Cups than any other girls’ 

program in the CIF-Southern Section! As we continue 
to succeed and develop stellar student-athletes, we 
are grateful for your support of our students and our 
dynamic program.

Our goal at SMCHS is to honor the gifts and talents of 
each student and help them to be well-rounded, healthy 
and happy. Each of these student-athletes takes seven 
academic classes during the day then continues on to 
practices and games. They compete at a high level in 
our excellent academic program and then compete at an 
equally high level in the Trinity League. As I look at what 
our students manage today, I am particularly impressed 
by how they organize their time, their level of dedication 
to everything they do and their non-stop work ethic. We 
are blessed to have such outstanding young people 
representing SMCHS! 

At the heart of our school community is our charism, 
Caritas Christi – the love of Christ.  Each member of our 
community is called to embody this and bring it to life for 
each other and to the world. Today, and always, we as 
administrators, teachers, parents and students can only 
benefit from our continued effort to share this love and 
guidance to all whom we touch on and off the field. This 
is a light in a world that needs it. 

We welcome all guests, opponents and supporters! The 
students appreciate you and grow with each athletic 
endeavor they face. Santa Margarita Catholic High 
School is blessed to have you with us. Go Eagles!

Caritas Christi, 

Cheri L. Wood
Principal
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Ready  
for tomorrow.
Protect what matters most.

Risk & Insurance

Employee Benefits

Retirement & Private Wealth

Jeff C. Terry 
Senior Vice President
Managing Director, Alternative Risk Solutions
Risk & Insurance Power Broker

4695  MacArthur  Court,  Sixth  Floor
Newport Beach,  CA  92660
o:  (714)  922-4233
m: (949)  547-2832

HUB International is a proud supporter of Santa Margarita Catholic High School.  
Best wishes for a safe and successful season - GO EAGLES!

hubinternational.com
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Welcome to the 2021-2022 Eagle season! 

On behalf of the Santa Margarita Catholic High School Athletics Program, we would 
like to thank all of our student-athletes, parents, alumni, fans and sponsors for their 
support.

The mission of our program first and foremost is to foster and develop a culture of 
Caritas Christi – the love of Christ, within each student-athlete. We strive to cultivate an 
education-based athletics environment that focuses on transformational relationships, 
developing our student-athletes in their respective sports while simultaneously 
developing life-long skills that will help them mature into productive members of the 
community. We believe participation in athletics matures far more than their physical 
and mental abilities. The commitment and efforts put forth towards athletics directly 
relates to the forging of strong characters and leaders within our school community.

Our staff is grateful for the continued support and enthusiasm shown to our student-
athletes by parents, alumni, fans and sponsors alike. Coaches, we thank you for your 
passion and commitment to our student-athletes and our school community.  Best of 
luck to all of our student-athletes! Go Eagles!

SMCHS ADMINISTRATION

Jim Hartigan 
Vice President, Athletics 

Annie Mai-Garrett ’04 
Athletic DIrector

Donald Evans
Athletic DIrector
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E A G L E  V A R S I T Y  C O A C H I N G  S T A F F

Coach Anthony Rouzier has coached at Santa 
Margarita for three seasons serving as the varsity 
linebacker coach and most recently as the Eagles’ 
defensive coordinator. Anthony Rouzier comes 
to Santa Margarita Catholic High School from the 
Hamburg Huskies of the German Football League, 
where he was the interim Head Coach and Defensive 
Coordinator in 2017. For the end of the season’s 
success, Rouzier was promoted and accepted the 
Head Coaching position. Rouzier was also the 
Defensive Coordinator for the U17 Hamburg State 
All-Star team, and worked with a recruiting service that 
helped European prospects earn Division 1 college 
scholarships.

Prior to Germany, Rouzier was a graduate assistant 
at his Alma Mater, the University of Massachusetts. 
He worked with the Defensive Backs in 2015 and the 
Linebackers in 2016. Rouzier coached the Outside 
Linebackers at Winston Salem State University in the 
spring of 2015. In 2014, Rouzier coached at Amherst 

Regional High School where he started as the Linebacker’s coach and was promoted to Defensive 
Coordinator mid-season. Rouzier played at UConn in 2005, he was the first walk-on true freshman 
to start in the Division era of the school. He then transferred to UMass as a scholarship athlete, and 
was a part of two Conference Championships. He earned All-Academic All-Conference honors in 
2007 & 2008. Rouzier married his wife Elwira in 2018. He holds JD and MBA degrees from FIU, and a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Journalism from UMass. He is the co-creator of a children’s book and non-profit 
that promotes health and wellness.

Tony Dye
Defensive Coordinator

Corey Overton
Director of Football Operations/  

Corners

Jake Fey
Asst. Head Coach / Special Teams 

Coodinator / Safeties

Anthony Rouzier
Head Coach 
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E A G L E  V A R S I T Y  C O A C H I N G  S T A F F

Tim Holt
Run Game Coodinator /  

Offensive Line

Cory Thompson
Asst. Running Backs

Sean Embree
Asst. Head Coach / Offensive 

Coodinator / Tight Ends
Billy Nealy

Asst. WR / Frosh Head Coach

Ryan Porter
Quarterbacks

Austin Pettis
Pass Game Coodinator /  

Wide Receivers
Kenny McMillan
Running Backs

Josh Walker
Defensive Line

Chris DeVera
Linebackers
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E A G L E  V A R S I T Y  S U P P O R T  S T A F F

Rylee Gast
Team Manager

Damian Holley
Director of Football Strength & 

Conditioning
Joe Torres

Asst. Defensive Line
Kory Garcia

Asst. Linebackers

E A G L E  V A R S I T Y  C O A C H I N G  S T A F F

Carly Degulis
Team Manager

Grace Jackson
Team Manager

Melanie Vargas
Team Manager

Natalie Miller
Team Manager

Claire Thomas
Team Manager

Andrea Vega
Athletic Trainer

Hope Firsch
Athletic Trainer

Dr. Scott Graham
Team Physician

Paul Scheper
Announcer
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GO EAGLES!
Fletcher Jones proudly supports Santa Margarita Catholic High School

Athletics for their teamwork, dedication, and hard work.
In school and on the field.

NEWPORT BEACH            COSTA MESA            ONTARIO            BEVERLY HILLS

949.528.4798  •  fletcherjones.com
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E A G L E  V A R S I T Y

#0 Niko Lopez
TE / DL – Junior

#1 Israel Solomon
DB/WR – Junior

#5 Jaxon Potter
QB – Junior

#6 Syncere Brackett
LB – Sophomore

#7 Nick Gallegos
WR/DB – Senior

#8 Samuel Caspino
TE/LB – Senior

#9 Ben Durham
RB / DB – Junior

#10 Ryan Zolnick
DL – Senior

#11 LeVar Talley
DL/LB – Sophomore
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IS A PROUD SUPPORTER OF EAGLES 
FOOTBALL 

 

 

 
 

 

GO EAGLES! 
 
 

www.PatriotEquityPartners.com 
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E A G L E  V A R S I T Y

#12 Gage Grant
ATH – Senior

#13 Donovan Comestro
WR / DB – Junior

#13 William Phelps
QB – Sophomore

#14 Ryan Parker
WR – Sophomore

#15 Ty Benefield
WR/DB – Junior

#16 Cameron Burke
QB / DB – Junior

#17 Hunter Melton
QB – Sophomore

#17 Jonathan Teasley
K – Senior

#18 Jalen Jones
WR/DB – Senior
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PRIVATE REAL ESTATE GROUP INVESTMENTS

Investing in Southern California Multi-Family Property since 1981
Over $3.5 Billion Worth of Assets - 56 Properties – 10,000 + Units
More than 600 Private Capital Partners & Growing
In-House Property Management & Construction Company
Entitlements & Ground-Up Development

For more information, please contact us:
Lic #00881503www.advancedrealestate.com(949)595-5900

JULIAN, HOLLOWAY AND CERRUTI FAMILIES
Class of 1993, 1994, 1996, 2000, 2002, 2003, 2007, 2009, 2021, 2023, 2025
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E A G L E  V A R S I T Y 

#19 Ian Grogan
RB/LB – Senior

#20 Justin Rivera
WR/DB – Senior

#22 Seth Walz-Jones
LB/FB – Senior

#23 Lincoln Dodd
DB – Senior

#24 Romen Christensen
RB/LB – Senior

#25 Christian Laliberte
DB – Senior

#26 Dylan Nelson
DB/WR – Junior

#27 Sean Dilliplaine
WR / DB – Junior

#28 Chase Jones
RB – Sophomore
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We are a proud sponsor of the 
Santa Margarita Football Program.

Go Eagles!

John Buffington
Mortgage Advisor
Cell 949.456.1226

Work 949.250.1300
Jbuffington@uamco.com

NMLS #300448
UAM NMLS #1942
DRE #01154798

As one of the largest Mortgage Brokers in the 
County, we compare your loan with over 70 

banks to ensure you receive the best rate at a fair 
price.  We have loans for clients that have 

challenging scenarios. Helping you make the right 
decision is my top priority.  My 25 years of 

experience will ensure a smooth transaction.  
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E A G L E  V A R S I T Y

#29 Matthew Bays
DB – Junior

#30 Austin Varga
WR/DB – Sophomore

#33 Nicholas Johnson
WR / DL – Junior

#34 Blake Wilson
RB / LB – Junior

#39 Kyle Pearson
DB – Sophomore

#40 Marco Vujovich
TE – Junior

#41 Yushi Wu
LB – Junior

#42 Jake Foye
RB – Junior

#43 Noah Sulick
LB/FB – Sophomore



Football  2020-21SANTA MARGARITA CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL                                                                                                    22       

Good Luck This Year!
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E A G L E  V A R S I T Y

#44 Jacob Bower
LB – Junior

#45 Hero Kanu
DL – Senior

#46 Drew Hartigan
DB – Sophomore

#49 Jack Link
K/P – Sophomore

#50 Jayden Dose
DL – Sophomore

#51 Luke Shulga
LB – Junior

#53 Chris Furlong
TE/DE – Sophomore

#59 Garrett Bonam
DL – Sophomore

#62 Jalani Liva
OL – Junior
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E A G L E  V A R S I T Y  

#63 Sal Faso
OL – Sophomore

#64 Damian Cabada
OL – Senior

#65 JT ( James) Lopez
OL – Sophomore

#66 Aidan Carrison
OL / DL – Junior

#67 Kilian O’Connor
OL – Senior

#69 Joseph Becerra
OL/DL – Senior

#70 Andrew Meeks
OL/DL – Senior

#74 Cole Pannell
OL/DL – Sophomore

#80 Brendan Brahm
TE – Sophomore
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 34700 Pacific Coast Hwy
 Capistrano Beach, CA 92624

YOUR ENTIRE 
CHECK!20% OFF

Coupons can't be combined with other offers, coupons or promotions

34661 Golden Lantern
Dana Point, CA 92629

YOUR ENTIRE 
CHECK!20% OFF
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Dana Point, CA 92629
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CHECK!20% OFF
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E A G L E  V A R S I T Y

#81 Bain Eiseman
WR – Sophomore

#83 Mason McFerren
WR – Sophomore

#84 Mike “Gio” DeLeon
DB/WR – Sophomore

#87 Jake Hickson
WR – Junior

#88 Kyle Brody
TE – Sophomore

#89 Lucas Zinn
WR/DB – Junior

#92 Hudson Kurant
DL – Sophomore

#93 Alexander Howell
DL – Sophomore

#84 Joaquin Jimenez
DB/WR – Sophomore
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Our Solutions
Cloud Computing
Gain better visibility and instantly 
access critical data from anywhere.

Data Center
Data is your lifeblood. Back up and 
store critical data to a secure offsite 
location.

eCommerce
Easily access and order the IT 
equipment, software, and supplies 
you depend on.

Managed Print Services
Reduce waste, boost efficiency, and 
achieve greater productivity within 
your operation.

Virtualization
Multitask operating systems to 
expand server usage for optimal 
efficiency and ROI.

Security
IT security services for networks 
and devices. Physical security 
services for server rooms and 
data centers.

Networking
Let us design a reliable and 
secure network to meet the 
needs of your business.

Mobile Workforce
Technology solutions to help you 
effectively manage employees 
and connect your staff.

Blue Wave Micro is committed to delivering tailored IT 
solutions and services powered by strategic experts 
and best of breed technologies to help guide our 
clients through the most complex IT challenges.

Committed to Delivering 
Tailored IT Solutions

CALL: 866.495.1630
VISIT: bluewavemicro.com

92 Argonaut
Suite 130

Aliso Viejo, CA 92656
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JEWELRY YOU’LL live IN, love ALWAYS,

AND layer EVERY DAY

LAGUNA BEACH • FASHION ISLAND • IRVINE SPECTRUM • LONG BEACH

GORJANA.COM
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E A G L E  V A R S I T Y  R O S T E R

# LAST FIRST  POS GRADE

0 Lopez Niko TE / DL 11

1 Solomon Israel DB/WR 11

5 Potter Jaxon QB 11

6 Brackett Syncere LB 10

7 Gallegos Nick WR/DB 12

8 Caspino Samuel TE/LB 12

9 Durham Ben RB / DB 11

10 Zolnick Ryan DL 12

11 Talley LeVar DL/LB 10

12 Grant Gage ATH 12

13 Comestro Donovan WR / DB 11

13 Phelps William QB 10

14 Parker Ryan WR 10

15 Benefield Ty WR/DB 11

16 Burke Cameron QB / DB 11

17 Melton Hunter QB 10

17 Teasley Jonathan K 12

18 Jones Jalen WR/DB 12

19 Grogan Ian RB/LB 12

20 Rivera Justin WR/DB 12

22 Walz-Jones Seth LB/FB 12

23 Dodd Lincoln DB 12

24 Christensen Romen RB/LB 12

25 Laliberte Christian DB 12

26 Nelson Dylan DB/WR 11

27 Dilliplaine Sean WR / DB 11

28 Jones Chase RB 10

29 Bays Matthew DB 11

30 Varga Austin WR/DB 10

33 Johnson Nicholas WR / DL 11

34 Wilson Blake RB / LB 11

39 Pearson Kyle DB 10
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E A G L E  V A R S I T Y  R O S T E R

# FIRST  LAST  POS GRADE

40 Vujovich Marco TE 11

41 Wu Yushi LB 11

42 Foye Jake RB 11

43 Sulick Noah LB/FB 10

44 Bower Jacob LB 11

45 Kanu Hero DL 12

46 Hartigan Drew DB 10

49 Link Jack K/P 10

50 Dose Jayden DL 10

51 Shulga Luke LB 11

53 Furlong Chris TE/DE 10

59 Bonam Garrett DL 10

62 Liva Jalani OL 11

63 Faso Sal OL 10

64 Cabada Damian OL 12

65 Lopez JT ( James) OL 10

66 Carrison Aidan OL / DL 11

67 O’Connor Kilian OL 12

69 Becerra Joseph OL/DL 12

70 Meeks Andrew OL/DL 12

74 Pannell Cole OL/DL 10

80 Brahm Brendan TE 10

81 Eiseman Bain WR 10

83 McFerren Mason WR 10

84 DeLeon Mike “Gio” DB/WR 10

84 Jimenez Joaquin DB/WR 10

87 Hickson Jake WR 11

88 Brody Kyle TE 10

89 Zinn Lucas WR/DB 11

92 Kurant Hudson DL 10

93 Howell Alexander DL 10
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R E S O U R C E  G R O U P

We help create Southern 
California’s best-in-class 
finance and accounting teams.

     Executive Search
     Interim Professional Solutions
     Interim Support Solutions

We leverage our deep connections within 
California’s business community to 
match top talent with some of the 
region’s most respected companies.

www.allianceresourcegroup.com

Download 
Salary Guide
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N O T E A B L E  A L U M N I

Brian Finneran ’94
Brad and Brian Finneran were not 
only brothers, they were twins. So 
it was fitting that they both received 
football scholarships together to 
Villanova where they continued to 
dominate their opponents at the 
receiver position. In 1997 Brian 
Finneran won the Walter Payton 
Award which recognizes the top 
Division I-AA football player in the 
nation. Finneran joins past winners 
such as NFL stars John Friesz, 
Steve McNair and Dave Meggett. 
Prior to the 1998 season, Brian 
signed with the Seattle Seahwaks 
making him the second Eagle to 
reach the professional ranks, and 
the first to reach the NFL. From 
Seattle, Finneran played for the 
NFL Europe Barcelona Dragons 
where he was named All-NFL 
Europe. He then went on to have 
a lengthly career playing for the 
Atlanta Falcons.A recipient of the 
Walter Payton award as a senior 
at Villanova University, which is 
given to the nation’s topDivision 
1-AA offensive player. Finneran was 
signed by the Seattle Seahawks 
as an undrafted free agent in 
1998. Finneran also saw time as a 
member of the Barcelona Dragons, 
Philadelphia Eagles and the Atlanta 
Falcons. He is now a host for a 
morning radio sports talk show, 
680the fan in Atlanta.

Kris Farris ’95
Yet another Santa Margarita 
Graduate has left his mark on the 
NCAA. UCLA Tackle and Eagle 
Alumni Kris Farris won the 1998 
Outland Trophy Award which 
celebrates the nation’s top interior 
lineman. Farris won the award as 

junior, and didn’t give up a sack the 
entire season. Kris was also named 
to the first team AP All-American 
team. The Pittsburgh Steelers 
selected Farris in the third round 
(seventy-fourth pick overall) of the 
1999 NFL Draft. He later played for 
the Buffalo Bills. Over the years, 
Farris has helped out the Eagles 
O-Line during summers assisting 
coach Mielke and the rest of the 
offensive Line one-on-one drills.
While playing for UCLA, won the 
Outland Trophy, awarded to the 
best United States college football 
interior lineman. Farris was drafted 
in the 3rd round of the NFL Draft 
(74th Pick overall) by the Pittsburgh 
Steelers and would go on to play for 
the Buffalo Bills.

Carson Palmer ’98
In two years as the starting QB 
for Santa Margarita, Carson lived 
a fairy tale life. He finished his 
high school career with 27 school 
records. He was All-Everything 
and finished by having his jersey 
retired after being named the 
Division V Co-Offensive MVP and 
two straight CIF championships. 
Palmer received a full scholarship 
to USC where he went on to break 
many of USC’s passing records. 
Palmer won the Heisman Trophy 
for the top collegiate football player 
in the nation. After leading USC 
to a regular season record of 10-2 
and a ranking of 4th in the nation, 
Palmer was named the CNNSI 
College Football Player of the year, 
CNNSI 1st Team All-American, 
Football Writers Association of 
America’s first team All-American, 
CBS Sportsline.com First Team 
All-American, ESPN.com First 
Team All-American, Pac-10 Co-

Offensive Player of the Year, USC’s 
Most Valuable Player, and also 
won the prestigious Unitas Golden 
Arm Award given to the top senior 
quarterback in the nation. Palmer 
went on to play for the Cincinnati 
Bengals, Oakland Raiders and 
Phoenix Cardinals in the NFL. 
Palmer won the Heisman trophy, 
the Johnny Unitas Golden Arm, 
Pac-10 Offensive Player of the 
Year and was a Consensus All-
American in 2002. Palmer was the 
first quarterback out of USC to win 
the Heisman Trophy and led the 
Trojans to an Orange Bowl victory 
in 2002 where he was named the 
game’s MVP. He is a two-time NFL 
Pro-Bowler (‘05 and ‘06) and has 
played for the Cincinnati Bengals, 
Oakland Raiders and Arizona 
Cardinals.

Gavin Escobar ’09
2013 NFL second round draft pick 
(47th overall) out of San Diego 
State by the Dallas Cowboys. 
While at SDSU, Escobar was 
a first team All-Mountain West 
Conference selection and entered 
the NFL Draft after his junior 
season. In 2017, Escobar was 
picked up by the Kansas City 
Chiefs before joining the Miami 
Dolphins in 2018.

AJ Cruz ’09
Cruz was an All-Ivy league 
selection at Brown University 
before playing arena football 
for the Arizona Rattlers and Los 
Angeles Kiss and was signed by 
the Chicago Bears 90-man roster 
in 2015. After sustaining an injury 
in the final day of camp, Cruz was 
released by the Bears and then 
signed with the Miami Dolphins. 
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While at Brown, he earned first 
team All-American honors and is 
one of only 41 players in Ivy league 
history to earn 1st Team All-Ivy 
league, three times.

Max Tuerk ’12 
Santa Margarita’s first US Army All-
American selection and  Tuerk was 
the starting center at USC. Tuerk 
is the first true freshman in USC 
history to start at left tackle and is 
the 14th multiple-time captain in 
USC history. At USC, Max had 33 
career starts (14 at left guard, 13 
at center, 5 at left tackle, 1 at right 
tackle) and was a third year starter. 
Turek was drafted in the third round 
of the 2016 NFL draft by by the 
San Diego Chargers.

Johnny Stanton ’13 
Johnny Stanton was a game-
changing quarterback both as 
a passer and runner for Coach 
Harry Welch at Santa Margarita 
Catholic High School. Stanton’s 
senior season was cut short by a 
knee injury in week five. Before 
he was injured, Stanton helped 
his team to a consensus ranking 
among the nation’s top five prep 
teams. In his shortened season, 
Stanton completed 59-of-88 
passes for 949 yards and 12 
touchdowns, while rushing for 386 
yards and 10 touchdowns on just 
47 carries. Stanton’s efforts earned 
him September’s National High 
School Coaches Association/GTM 
Sportswear Athlete of the Month 
award. Santa Margarita was 5-0 
at the time of Stanton’s injury and 
went on to finish with a 9-3 record. 
Stanton was one of California’s 
most dynamic offensive players 

in the 2011 season, helping Santa 
Margarita to a 13-2 record and the 
CIF Southern Section Division I 
state title. Stanton completed better 
than 60 percent of his passes for 
2,439 yards and 13 touchdowns, 
while rushing for 1,428 yards 
and 21 touchdowns. Stanton 
was the first-team quarterback 
on the Los Angeles Times All-
Area team and was the MVP of 
the SouthernCaliforniaPreps.
com All-Pac 5 football team. As 
a sophomore in 2010, Stanton 
started at safety for the Santa 
Margarita defense and also logged 
time at quarterback. Stanton 
made 72 tackles on defense, 
while posting 375 passing yards 
and 223 rushing yards. Stanton 
showed his quarterback ability in 
leading a comeback win against 
St. John Bosco as a sophomore, 
throwing for 185 yards and three 
touchdowns in the second half. 
Stanton was generally regarded 
as one of the nation’s top dual-
threat QB prospects. Sports Next 
ranked him among the nation’s top 
30 quarterbacks overall. He was 
also regarded as one of the top 40 
players in California. Stanton was 
also a finalist at the prestigious Elite 
11 Quarterback Camp in 2012 in 
California.

River Cracraft ’13 
River Cracraft was a four-year 
letterwinner for coach Harry Welch. 
As a sophomore he earned All-
State and All-Trinity League honors 
after making 35 receptions for 469 
yards and 41 tackles and three 
interceptions. As a junior he earned 
All-CIF honors after catching 43 
passes for 639 yards and five 

touchdowns while only playing in 
eight games. He helped SMCHS 
to a CIF State D1 title and a 13-2 
record. As a senior he was named 
All-County by the Orange County 
Register, All-Trinity League and 
Trinity League Offensive Player 
of the Year after recording 56 
receptions for 935 yards and nine 
touchdowns. He also intercepted 
one pass and recorded five pass 
breakups. He finished his career 
with 134 career receptions second 
to former NFL wideout Brian 
Finneran. Cracraft finished his 
career with 2,043 career receiving 
yards, third-most in SMCHS 
history. He was selected to play in 
South Bay BMW West Coast Bowl, 
caught two passes for 32 yards 
including a 17-yard touchdown. 
Cracraft was rated three stars by 
ESPN.com, Rivals.com and Scout.
com and was ranked the No. 91 
overall prospect out of California 
by ESPN.com. He also played 
baseball and ran trackand earned 
a full scholarship to Washington 
State. As a junior at Washington 
State was named to the Biletnikoff 
Award Watch List. He earned 
All-Pac-12 Conference honorable 
mention as a senior. Cracraft 
finished his Washington State 
career playing in 42 games with 
218 catches for 2701 yards and 
20 TDs. River Cracraft is a wide 
receiver and a return specialist 
for the Denver Broncos. Cracraft 
played four seasons for the 
Cougars, appearing in 42 games. 
He recorded 218 receptions (No. 
2 in school history behind Gabe 
Marks), 2,701 receiving yards 
and 20 touchdowns while at 
Washington State before tearing 
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his ACL near the end of his senior 
season. After going unselected 
in the 2017 NFL Draft due to his 
knee injury, Cracraft was signed 
by the Denver Broncos to the 
team’s practice squad on October 
17, 2017 but was released by 
the team three days later after 
sustaining an injury in practice. He 
was subsequently re-signed to the 
Broncos’ practice squad later on in 
the season on December 18, 2017 
and signed a futures contract with 
the team at the end of the season. 
Cracraft was signed to the Broncos’ 
practice squad after being cut from 
the team’s active roster at the end 
of the 2018 preseason and was 
promoted to the active roster on 
November 2, 2018. He made his 
NFL debut two days later in the 
Broncos’ 19-17 loss to the Texans, 
returning a punt for five yards.

Jeremy McNichols ’14
Jeremy was an all-league RB/
WR for the Eagles. As a senior he 
rushed 163 times for 798 yards 
and eight touchdowns, and hauled 
in 17 passes for 191 yards and 
two touchdowns. He also played 
defense recording 34 tackles. 
Jeremy received a scholarship to 
Boise State University. Jeremy 
was selected in the fifth round of 
the NFL Draft (162nd overall) by 
the Tampa Bay Buccaneers in the 
2017 NFL Draft. In his junior year 
at Boise State, he was also a Doak 
Walker Award semifinalist finishing 
the season with 27 touchdowns 
which ranked him second in the 
nation and third all-time in a single 
season at Boise State. He finished 
his thre-year career at Boise State 
with 3,205 yards rushing and 103 
receptions for 1,089 yards. Jeremy 
is the fifth Eagle to be drafted into 

the NFL. Jeremy played football 
for the Eagles where he played as 
a running back and wide receiver, 
where he rushed for 877 yards 
with nine touchdowns and had 72 
receptions for 934 yards and 10 
touchdowns. After Santa Margarita, 
McNichols went on to play as a true 
freshman at Boise State, where 
he played running back. McNichos 
was drafted by the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers in the 2017 NFL Draft 
in the 5th round, 162nd overall. He 
now plays for the Tennessee Titans.
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Class of 1991
David Shearer WR Dartmouth
Andy Sulick DL Redlands
Trevor Yankoff QB Brown
Ryan Mummert OL New Mexico
Shane Mielke OL UC Davis 
John Byszewski OL Western State (Co)
Sergio Muniz DL Claremont
Eric Brown  DB Navy
Jason Stiles QB Western Washington

Class of 1992
Matt Zaist OL RPI
Jim Herlehy OL UC Davis 

Class of 1993
Sean O’Brien QB Arizona 
Kevin Duffy WR Princeton
Tim Sulick LB SDSU 
Kevin Clark OL Chapman
Thom Dickson OL Chapman
Bret Coutts DL Redlands
Ryan Zinn DB Humboldt State

Class of 1994
Brian Finneran WR Villanova
Brad Finneran WR Villanova
Derek Yankoff SS Harvard

Class of 1995
Kris Farris OL UCLA
Josh Beckett OL Oregon
Ryan Korinke K Harvard

Class of 1996
Brian Berg DL/LB San Diego State
Chris Carney OL Dartmouth
Matt Nickels WR Dartmouth/USC
Gregg Pichler S Western Washington
Jeff Zaist K UNLV
David Munoz DB USC

Class of 1997
Billy Newman RB/DB Washington State
Bryce Jackson DL Fresno State
Stan Bennett OL Villanova
Damien Minna LB Fresno State/USD
Brett Crowder WR/SS Georgetown
Chris Long  SS USD
Ryan Thigpen OL West. New Mexico

Class of 1998
Carson Palmer QB USC
John Minardi WR Colorado 
Jason Rowell LB Sacramento State
Ryan Minnix DL Dartmouth
John Scweitzer WR/DB Chapman
Shaun Jackson DL Hawaii/Baylor
Nick Sparks K Harvard
Matt Brooks DB Naval Academy 
Bryant Wolfsberger RB/DB Wheaton
Nick Cappelletti LB Cal Lutheran

Class of 1999
Greg Orlando QB/WR Cal. St. Northridge
Derek Early OL Penn
Greg Sammuels OL Arizona State
Lee Smith LB USD
Matt Froehlich K USD
John Bennett LB Iona 
Ron Mostero OL Iona

Class of 2000
Chris Rix QB Florida State
Trent Zinn DB Air Force
Dustin Creager WR Humboldt State
John Cappelletti DL Cal Lutheran
Rob Williams  K UNLV
Donald Wilson WR Humboldt State

Class of 2001
Matt Dlugolecki QB Illinois/SDSU
Ryan Lumm OL William & Mary
Alex Huston DL UC Davis
Kyle Skierski OL UC Davis

Class of 2002
Marchall Tharpe QB Colorado State
John Finneran OL Villanova
Spencer Hollison OL Washington St./USD
Michael Leiter Dl Colorado State
Jonnie Walker DB Humboldt State

Class of 2003
Brandt Jesperson DL Delaware
Bobby Whithorne  WR Washington/UCLA
Nick Corrando Dl Cal Lutheran
Chase McWhorter SS USC

Class of 2004
John Maxwell OL  Iona
Matt Rupp DL Colorado State
Mark Johnson DB USD 
Ryan Nienhuis DB Navy
Michael Angelo QB Navy/UCLA
Chris Ramsey RB Air Force
Mark Restelli DB Cal Poly, SLO
Class of 2005
Mason Frakes OL Villanova
Sean Aldridge  LB Chapman 
Rod Rivera R Arizona
Matt Steinbach DB Northern Arizona

Class of 2006
Thomas Hull P Harvard
Ross Cumming LB Navy/USC
John Angelo RB Navy
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Class of 2007
Ryan Maxwell WR/DB UC Davis/Colorado
Nick Pizzurro TE Cornell
Matt Meyer DB Colorado 
Eric Manarino DB Colorado
Andrew Hansen OL/DL Menlo
Kyle Aldridge  LB Chapman  
Matt Browning  TE/DL Arizona 
Eric Reisinger  QB Purdue 

Class of 2008
Logan Harrell DL Fresno State
Max Deatrick OL West Point 
Robbie Cumming DL Trinity College
Carlo Audagnotti RB Boise State 
Declan Escobar OL  Iona
Stephen Sales DL Chapman 
Kirk Skierski LB UC Davis 
Jeffery Palmer  LS Oregon State
Brett Haness FS SMU  

Class of 2009
Gavin Escobar  TE SDSU
Jamie Azdair OL Hamilton College 
AJ Cruz DB Brown
Ryan World QB Western Carolina 
Michael McFarland OL William Jewel Col.
Morgan Vair LB Air Force Academy
Steven Steinmetz -- SMU
Sean Willett -- Arizona 
Matthew Bock -- Washington State

Class of 2010
Eric Bonfadini OL Allegheny College
Andrew Spangenberg LB Montana
Spencer Tyson DB Colby College
Troy Willett LB Montana 

Class of 2011
Reiley Higgins WR Brown 
Doug Woodward  LB Chapman 
Logan Sweet WR UCLA
Colten Christensen  RB TCU
Cory Thomson RB Weber State
Marco Fragnito WR Fordham  

Class of 2012
Max Tuerk OL USC
Chris Frost DE Air Force Academy
John McGrory K SDSU
Mack Pierson DL UPenn

Class of 2013
Johnny Stanton QB Saddleback College
River Cracraft WR Washington State
Riely Sorenson OL Washington State
Conner O’Brien LB Washington 
Dane Crane OL Washington
Ryan Wolpin RB UNCO/Boise State
RJ Mazolewski SS Cal Poly, SLO
Nick Begg DE Washington State

Class of 2014
Johnathan LaBonty SS USC
Jeremy McNichols RB/DB Boise State
Ryan Kilander OL Notre Dame
Taylor Prenovost  DE UCLA
Alex Ury K/P WashU, St. Louis
Drake Schwenke OL College of  Wooster 

Class of 2015
Austin Maihen OL Stanford
Grady Higgins LB/TE Boston College
Conner Bianchini WR/DB Lehigh 
Rick Ellison SS/HB New Hampshire 
Stash Rowley DL/OL Chicago
Kyle Sweet WR/DB Washington State
Rick Wade DE/TE UCLA

Class of 2016
KJ Costello QB Stanford
Dylan Cawford WR Michigan
Alec Stweart DE Wyoming
Tanner Matthews LB Navy
Sam Loy K Vanderbilt
Grant Jaffe LS Dartmouth
Tanner Prenovost Ol California
Tyler Oberholtzer OL Stetson 
Preston Orellana OL USD

Class of 2017
Grant Calcaterra  WR/TE Oklahoma
David Chen DE Claremont McKenna
Richard Wagner QB Cornell
Darian Fernandez DB Southern Utah
Jadon DiGravio LB Saddleback College
Brett Neilon OL USC
Tommy Parker OL Sacramento State

Class of 2018
Malone Mataele DB Utah
Mark Eaton WR Chicago
Caden Fitch LB USD
Hunter Cifuentes  QB RPI
Josiah Norwood QB UCLA
Chad Magyar RB UNLV
John McCartan DE Oregon State
Alex Kilander DT Princeton
Luke Bobruk OL John Carroll
Dylan Brady K Brown

Class of 2019
Jake Thomas RB Boise State 
Brandon Schillig OL Chicago
Matt Lynch LB Chicago
Connor Burke LB WashU, St. Louis
Nate Clay OL Black Hills State
Matthew Kilander OL USD
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    CABO SAN LUCAS -  Vacation Rental

     Experience Cabo San Lucas in style!

  Private Ocean Front Estate in Gated Community.

4-bedroom, 5.5 bath, 7,000 sq.ft. and a memory of a 
lifetime!               Call or text 949-463-2373
or visit:              www.villatressietes.com  

              Proud supporter of the Eagles! 
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# LAST  FIRST POS
5 Anderson Luke RB/DB
6 Smith IV Robert WR/DB
7 Tuchek Joshua WR/DB
8 MacCartie Ryan DB/WR
9 Kollock Jackson QB
10 O’Byrne Cashel QB
11 Harris Nori (Takanori) RB/DB
12 Bays Anthony DB/WR
13 Smith Morgan WR/DB
14 Larkin Collin ATH
15 Higgins Braydon WR/DB
16 Garrigan Grant QB
17 Adams Maximus WR/DB
18 Kezelman Brady WR/DB
19 Gass Ryan K
20 Younkin Everett ATH
21 Embree Sean DB/WR
22 Fabiano Jake DB/WR
23 Andrews Nick DB/WR
24 deFries Brock DB/WR
25 Slattery Eli LB/RB
26 Cooke Joaquin DB/WR
27 Miller-Jones Brennan WR/DB
28 Canevaro Landon TE/LB
29 Perrizo Che RB
30 Romano Daniel ATH
31 Zamorano Larue DB
32 Silva Ryan ATH
33 Jackson Ward RB/LB
34 Winters Ryan RB/LB
35 Cerruti Julian LB/RB
36 Nilsen Douglas TE
39 Haranta Ryan ATH
40 Nash Taurian LB/RB
41 Larkin Collin ATH
42 Buffington Andrew (Drew) WR/DB
43 Goodbrand Shane WR/DB
45 Weatherbee Casey LB
47 Wegis Carter DL/OL
50 Bristow Michael DL
52 Williams Jaden DL/OL
55 Boyer Wyatt OL/DL
58 Degulis Grant OL/DL
67 Barnett Mason OL/DL
68 Bisbee Aiden OL/DL
70 Baldi Jack OL/DL
71 Gilbert Cade OL
72 Altneu Bryan OL/DL
73 Hernandez Ryan OL/DL
74 Barnes David OL/DL
75 Burke Hogan OL/DL
77 Thomas Ethan OL
83 Melton Fisher Wr/DE
85 Brown Jace TE/DE
86 Linehan Shane ATH
87 Acquanita Tyler (Lucio) WR/DB
88 Jones Carter TE/LB
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VARSITY CHEER
(From Left to Right) Top Row: Ava Bandura, Giana Bianchini, Monet Koorndyk, Bella Alonso, Alex Anaya, Reagan Bailey, Kayla Lewis, 

Ryan Clemons, Tori Hogan, Delanie Haddad, Gracie Andrews, Natasha Ponzio  Bottom Row: Danielle Marking, Grace Schroeder, 
Madison Browning, London Cortinas, Amanda Obergfell, Kaley Mead, Taylor Ryan, Gwyneth Hanna

Not Shown: Katie Caison, Haley Hyden 

  

VARSITY SONG
(From Left to Right) Back row: Ashley Davis, Lexi Cestone, Katrina Lattin, Marina Medica, Bailey Michaelian-Marks.

Middle row: Sage Reeves, Kaity Wong, Clara Cestone, Katie Vlasic, Kylie Kwon, Makayla Middleton. 
 Front row: Reagan Marks, Allison Baldwin, Ava McCoy, Alina Malinowski, Makenna Meikle
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JV CHEER 
(From Left to Right) Top Row: Dotty Laster, Alison Newville, 

Ava Miller Second Row: Camryn Brennan, Bella Catullo, Katie 
LeBaron, Avery Downey, Alexa Beebe Bottom Row: Carsyn 

McDonald, Madisyn Cammack, Julia Armendariz, Emma Kacer

FROSH/SOPH CHEER 
(From Left to Right) Top Row: Laura Li, Logan Bryant, Maddie 

Merchant, Sarah Leonard, Sophia Darienzo Second Row: 
Leala Sadeghi, Maggie Li, Riley Hahn, Alexis Genest, Sophia 

Feinberg Bottom Row: Megan Tritz, Greer Querantes, Arabella 
Beacock, Katie Kopeny, Lauren Kirby, Kaylie Kreza 

Not Shown: Gwen Liu, Emma Murdock 

JV SONG
(From Left to Right) Back row: Brooke Burnor, Grace O’Conner, Avery Guthrie, Nicole Leontas.  

Front row: Sienna Lim, Gianna Salata, Natalie De Leon, Presley Johnston, Joceyln Ferletic, Michelle Kamiya. 
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WITH BRAD ROTH    @bradrothrealtor
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CLASS OF 2022

“Truly I tell you,” Jesus replied, “No one 
who has left home for me and the gospel 

will fail to receive a hundred times as 
much in this present age-and in the age 
to come, eternal life”.  Mark 10:29-30

We are very proud of you!  We love you!
Mom, David & Debby

He rejoices in his strength; 

He laughs at fear and is not dismayed.  

And he does not turn back from the sword.  

With shaking and rage 

he races over the ground,  

He does not stand still 

at the voice of the trumpet.  

And he scents the battle from afar,

And the thunder of the captains 

and the war cry.  JJoobb  3399
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YOUR JOURNEY TO RECOVERY STARTS HERE 
(800) 762-6717 

www.HotelCaliforniabytheSea.com 

Newport Beach, CA        Bellevue, WA        Cincinnati, OH 

Hotel California by the Sea’s mission is to provide each client, and their 
families with comprehensive and evidence-based substance use & co-
occurring disorder treatment.  We understand the disease of addiction 

and the devastating impact it can have on one’s personal & 
professional life.  Our treatment programs are designed to address & 
treat each client’s addiction on an individualized basis.  Our goal at 
Hotel California by the Sea is to provide a space of healing for our 

clients to fully experience the gift of sobriety & the positive life changes 
that follow! 



MICHAEL W. CASPINO, ESQ.  

GO EAGLES 

 

(949) 258-9359 mcaspino@forwardcounsel.com


